Unit 3: Address Cleanse Transforms 


Street name, directional, city, state, ZIP + 4°, Delivery Point Bar Code (DPBC), Carrier 
Route 


e Correct the address according to USPS Standards 


There are two primary reasons for cleansing your address data: 


1. You can reduce costs from misdirected mail. Compliance with a defined set of standards 
can enable your organization to attain certification that allows you to take advantage of 
discounts offered by many national postal organizations, such as the United States Postal 
Service. 


2. Youcan properly prepare your data for matching. When comparing two addresses to see 
if they match, the smallest data entry error could keep you from finding matches. You 
must have standardized data before you look for matches. Address cleansing can parse 
an address down into its smallest component parts — for example, separating the house 
number from the street name — so that your matching process can compare individual 
items and improve match results. 


Table 13: Standardization - USPS Address Preferences 


Recipient Line ADVANCE MOVERS 


Address Line 1500 E MAIN AVE STE 201 


The various address components need to be parsed before address cleansing can take place. 
For example: 





Name Data (non-address data) 


Firm Data 
Line 1 Jack Schneider 


Line 2 Business Objects, an SAP company 
Line 3 332 Front St. South <= postfix 
Line 4 La Grosse, WI 54601-4023 


Primary Range bai Postcode 


Primary 
Locality Name 


Primary Type 


A Figure 10: Parsing Address Components 





Address cleansing tasks include: 


e Parsing address components — such as locality, region, and postal code — and generating 
discrete fields for improved match results. The level of parsing and correction varies by 
country, and the correction depends on the amount of input address information available 
in the input record. 
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